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Ninth fleeting of the Latin Club 

Send Your Postal Card at Once 

The ninth regular meeting and the third annual 
meeting of The New York Latin Club is called for 
Saturday, May 16, at 12 m, in the Hotel Albert, 
corner of University Place and Eleventh Street, 
New York. The Club will be addressed by Dr Wm 
T Vlytnen, Principal of the Eastern District High 
School, Brooklyn. All persons who are interested, 
whether teachers of Latin or not, are cordially in- 
vited to be present. The plan is to serve luncheon 
(50 cents a plate) at 12 m promptly, so that there 
shall be no delay. The address will follow the 
luncheon, and adjournment will occur about 2 p m, 
thus leaving the afternoon still unbroken for thosei 
who attend. Please send a postal card at once to 
the Secretary, Mr A L Hodges, 309 West 101st 
Street, New York, if you intend to be present, so 
that we may inform Mr Frenkel, the proprietor of 
the hotel, how many to expect. Please attend to 
this at once. Ladies are especially invited. 

H F Towle, President 
A L Hodges, Secretary 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEflENT 

The last number of Vol III of The Latin Leaflet 
will be issued on May 11. In this number will be 
acknowledged all money received since our last finan- 
cial statement. Those who have delayed until now to 
make their remittances (and of these there are a few), 
would greatly facilitate our work by remitting on or 
before May 9. 

The Editorial Committee 

THE ROMAN SPIRIT 

IN TWO PARTS-PART I 

Among the philosophies which the 19th Cen- 
tury as Kronos always has done, begot" and af- 
terwards devoured, the Hegelian is noteworthy. 
Professor Hegel thought out a pantheistic phi- 
losophy in general and also specifically a pan- 
theistic philosophy of History, which consists 
in successive manifestations of the Geist, 
which now indeed impresses us as somewhat 
ghost like, but we will call it the Spirit. 



Hegel presents really not the sequence of his- 
tory but what we may call the characteristic 
elements of specific forms of civilization, 
really not the history of Nations, but those 
elements therein, which are particularly avail- 
able for academic contemplation and analysis. 

Loosely he keeps confounding Attic and 
Greek, as many well meaning people still do, 
and will do. It is about as accurate as identi- 
fying a particular tree of pippins, and its prod- 
uct of a few definite years, with the entire 
orchard at large. 

These manifestations of the Spirit succeed 
each other with that necessity which the 
dreamy Suabian dubbed logical, it is the "Dia- 
lectic" of History. It is a weird philosophy, 
this : Alexander, e g , had to die as a young 
man, viz , in order that he might typify the 
Youth in Action for all later time. We would 
call this poetry, but seventy-five years ago, 
and for some time later it was soberly con- 
sidered as the final philosophy: the youth 
Bismarck was soaked in this Weltanschauung 
in Gottingen. 

Of the greatest man of action of Rome, 
Caesar, and his overthrow of the Roman re- 
public, the professor had this to say : "What 
such individuals do in these times, is the high- 
er justice of the world spirit, and still that 
which they accomplish in opposition to exist- 
ing conditions, is a crime." Drumann of 
Konigsberg, the (once) famous analyst of 
Caesar and Cicero, confessed that he had 
actually achieved a justification of monarchy: 
Diumann served under Frederick William 
III, and wrote in the main, in the era of the 
Holy Alliance. Konigsberg lies on the line 
between Berlin and St Petersburg. 

Mommsen's apotheosis of Caesar is more 
puzzling. For Mommsen as a young man 
was not the Staatsdiener comme il faut, as 
were Hegel and Drumann, but he was a liber- 
al of intense sort. Mommsen like Niebuhr is 
a native of Schlewig Holstein (Nov i3i7) ; 
both of these notable men were born under 
the Danish crown. Mommsen was born forty- 
one years after N. Mommsen's technical 
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training was distinctly wider in the sphere of 
inscriptions and of the Civil Law, which train- 
ing appeared in his earliest productions, e g 
de Collegiis etc Kiel 1843, when he was in his 
twenty-sixth year. In his grasp of the litera- 
ture proper the older man (taking Greek too 
into consideration) held his own, I am sure, 
in any comparison, then, or now. 

Whence young M got his travelling sti- 
pcndium, I do not know ; but his triennium 
in Italy and France 1844-47, from his 27-30th 
year, contributed much to his making. In 
1848 for a short time he was a newspaper 
editor in his native country; did he there im- 
bibe the liking for crisp and taking phrase? 

Soon after the important movement of 1848 
M went to Leipzig as prof, extraord. of Law 
(n. b.) ; in 1850 he was deposed for his record 
of 1848. In 1852 he became full prof, of law 
at Zurich, in 1854 he went to Breslau, in 1858 
to Berlin. In 1854 his Roman H. began to 
appear; in 1856 the third volume came out 
which carried the story to Pharsalos 48 BC. 

Ritschl who had been very friendly to M 
and had availed himself of his cooperation in 
the preparation of his great volume of Oldest 
Latin Inscriptions, though sub rosa at first, 
when M was decidedly off color in Berlin, 
Ritschl, I say, was startled by M's handling of 
Cicero, and expressed his dissent from "the 
unsurpassed master of subjective histori- 
ography" by reprinting, in the Rheinisch 
Museum, 1856, Bunsen's characterization of 
the Roman spirit (Egypt vol 1), and after- 
ward transferred all this into the 3d volume 
of his Opuscula. What Ritschl considered the 
best he knew, must be pretty good. But Bun- 
sen's book is accessible I believe in English. 

Now then, to return to the Spirit of Roman 
history and to its farfamed hierophant Theo- 
dor Mommsen, the latter on p 203 of vol 3 
(1856) used this dithyramb, trembling on the 
verge of the permissible, if he does not indeed 
pass far beyond it : "es ist ein Irrtum und 
mehr noch ein Frevel gegen den in der Ge- 
schichte mdchtigen heiligen Geist, wenn man 
Gallien einzig als den Exercierplatz betrachtet, 
auf dem Caesar sich und seine Legionen fur 
den bevorstehenden Biirgerkrieg iibte." This 
is quite Hegelian, in the weltgeist business: 
Hegel, you must remember, in Jena oftime 
(1806) was full of admiration for Napoleon 
as the (newest) manifestation of the Welt- 
geist. How the Weltgeist provides St Hele- 
nas for his favorite incarnations, or the dag- 
gers of Brutus and Cassius, we do not learn. 



After all, we must try to be fair even to 
Mommsen, one of the most brilliantly unfair 
writers of the last century. To give credit 
to an act or agent, for ulterior and ultimate 
and utterly remote developments, is an intel- 
lectual operation, or an emotional attitude 
with which it is not worth while to quarrel, 
for it is largely in the subjective domain of 
likes and dislikes. 

But what is it that stirs the quivering 
emotion of the younger Mommsen? What is 
it that the hundred thousands of Kelts bled or 
were sold into slavery for ? It is this, that Ger- 
manic Europe is classical, that people read 
Sophocles con amore and not look upon him 
as a remote thing of learning for the few like 
Sanskrit and Assyrian. Indeed, half a cen- 
tury ago, when every future judge, manager 
of a government bureau, physician, or what 
not, had to go through his Greek course will 
he nill he (for this seems the true etymology 
of the current willy nilly), it did indeed look 
as if classicism was to be the skeleton of 
school culture at least, in perpetuity, and now 
it is not quite so sure any more. 

The French indeed revere him no less than 
the Germans revere Arminius. At Alesia the 
former has a towering monument as the giant 
figure of the other rises above the porta 
Westphalica. 

New York University 
University Heights 
E G Sihler 
March 15, 1903 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE SUnnBR SCHOOL OP ARTS AND SCIENCES 

offers 83 courses of instruction in Sanskrit, Greek, Latin 
English erman, French, Spanish, Russian, Public Speak 
ing, H. <ry and Government, Economics, Psychology, Edu 
cation. Theory of Design, Drawing, Music, Mathematics 
Surveying, Shopwork, Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Geology 
Geography, and Physical Education. The courses are de 
signed for teachers, but are open to all qualified men and 
women. July 6 to August 14, 'W- Reduced railway rates 
on account of the meeting of the National Educational As- 
sociation in Boston. The Announcement and detailed in- 
formation will be sent on application to J. L. Love, 16 
University Hall, Cambridge, Mass. 

N. S. SHALER, Chairman. 



